INDIANAPOLIS, DEC. 12, 1846.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

Fellow cilizens of the Senale
and House of Representatives :
In resuming yoar fabors in the service of the peo-
ple, it is a subject of congratulation that there has

—

The Indiann Sia

baen no period it our history when sall the elements

te Sentinel.

the commard of General Taylor to sdvare: t6 the western
frontier of Texas, and occupy & position vu or pear the Rio
Graunde.
_The apprehensions of a contemplated Mezican mva-
sion bave been since fally jusiificd by the event. The
determination off Mexico to rush inta hostilities with the
| United States wus afterwards manifisted from the whife
j tenor of the wnote of the Mexican Minister of Foreign
| Affuirs 1o our Minister, beanng date of the 12uh March,

of national prosperity have been so fully developed.
&:qauour last sessiun, no afllicting dispensation has
visited our country: geuveral good health has pre-|
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and his minister, after referning 1o 1he resvlution for the
annexation of Texas, which had been adopred by our
Congiess in March, 1845, proceeds 10 declare that ~ &
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=y fact such as this, or to speak with grester exactness, so

vailed ; abundance has crowned the toil of the hus-
bandman ; and labor in all its branches is receiving
an ample reward, while education, science, and the
arts are rapidly enlarging the means of social happi-

ness. The progress of our country in her career of

greatness, not valy in the vast extension of our terri-
torial limits and the rapid increase of our population,
but in rescurces and wealth, and in the happy condi-
tion of our people, is without example in the history
of pations.
As the wisdom, strength, and beneficence of our
free institutions are unfolded, every day adds fresh
motives to contentment, and fresh iucentives to patri-
Our devout and sincere scknow ledgments are due
to the gracious Giver of all good, for the numberless
blessings which our beloved country enjoys.

It is & source of high satisfaction to know that the

relativns of the United States with all other nations, |

with a single exception, are of the most amieable
character. Sincerely atiached to the policy of peace,
?t:ly adopted and steadily pursued by the government,
i1 bave anxiously desired to cultivate and cherish
friendship and commerce with every fureign power.
The spirits and habits of the American people are
favorable to the maintenance of such international
harmony. In adhering to this wise policy, a prelim-

inary and paramount duty obviously consists in the |
protection of our national interests from encroach- |
ment or sacrifice, and our national honor from reproach. |

These must be maintaived atany bazard. They admit
of no compromise or neglect, and gast be scrupnlous-
ly and constantly guarded. In ’-ig;lnut vindica-
tivn, collision and conflict wit™oreign powers may
sometimes become unavoidable. Such has been our
scrupulous adherence to the dictates of Justice, in all
our foreign intercourse, that, though steadily and
rapidly advancing in prosperity and power, we have
given no just cause of complaint to any nation, and
bave enjoyed the blessings of peace for more than
thirty years. From a policy so sacred to humanity,
and so salutary in its effects upon ouf political system,
we should never be induced voluntarily to depart,

The existing war with Mexico was neither desired |

nor provoked by the United States. On the contrary,
all honorable Means were resorted to to avert it.  Af-

| wish™ of the Mexican government “not to delay the

this message of the President was referred, fully sus-
llnixwd his views of the character of the wrongs which
we had suffered from Mexico, and recommended that
another demand for redress should be made before au-
| thorizing war or reprisals. The Committee on For-
{eign Relations of the Senate, in their report, say :—
1™ After such a demand, should prompt juulicé be
refused b{' the Mexican government, we may ap-
peal to all nations not only for the equity and mode-
\ration with which we shall have acted toward a sister
| republic, but for the necessity which will then compel
'us to seck redress for our wroungs, either by actual
war or by reprisals. The subject will then be pre-|
'sented befure Congress, at the commencement of the
\next session, in a clear and distinct form ; and the
committee cannot doubt but that such measures will |
be itnmediately adopted as may be necessary to vindi- |
| eate the Lonor of the country, and insure ample rep-
'aration to our injured citizens."
| The Committee on Foreign Affaira of the House of
| Representatives made » similar recommendation. In
| their report, they say that they *“fully coneur with the
{ President that ample cause exists for taking redress
into our own hands, and believe that we should be
justified in the opinion of other nations for taking
{such a step. Byt they are willing to try the experi-
| ment of another demand, made in the most solemn
form, upon the justice of the Mexican government,
before any further proceedings are adopted.”
| No difference of opinion upon the subject is believ- |
|ed to have existed in Congress at that time. The !
| Executive and Legislative departments concurred ; |
andwyet such Las been our forbearance, and desire to
preserve peace with Mexico, that the wrongs of which |
we then complained, and which gave rise to these
solemn proceedings, not only remain unredressed to
{ this day, but additional causes of complaint, of an
aggravated characler, bave ever since been accumu-
| lating.
Shortly after these proceedings, a special messen-
ger was despatched to Mexico, to make a final de-
| mand for redress ; and on the twentieth of July, 1837,
the demand wes made. The reply of the Mexican
governmenl bears date on the twenty-ninth of the
same month, and contains assurances of the “angious

| by Mexico.

request.
clnded between the two governments on the thirtieth
of Januvary, 1343, which upon its face-declares, that
* this new arrangement is entered into for the accom-
modation of Mexico.” By the terms of this conven-
tion, all the interest due on the awards which had
been made in favor of the claimants under the couven-
tion of the 11th of April, 1539, was to be paid
to them on the 30th of April, 1543, and “‘the

. principal of the said awards, and the interest accruing

"

thereon,” was stipulated to * be paid in five years, in
equal instalments every three months.” Notwith-
standing this new convention was entered into at the
request of Mexico, and for the purpose of relieving
her from embarrassment, the claimants have only re-
ceived the interest due on the thirtieth of April, 1543,
and three of the twenty instalments. Althoogh the
payment of the sum thus liquidated, and confesssdly
due by Mexico to our citizetens as indemnity for ac-
knowiedged acts of outrage and wrong, was secured
by treaty, the obligations of which are ever held sa-
cred by all just nations, yet Mexico hos violated this
solemn engagement by failing and refusing to make
the payment. The two instalments due in April and
July, 1844, under tina peculiar circumstances connect-
ed with them, have been assumed by the Unitéd.States
and discharged to the claimants, but they are still due
But this is not all of which we have
just cause of complaint. To provide » remedy for the
claimants whase cases were not decided by the joint
commission under the convention of April 11th, 1539,
it was expresely stipulated by the sixth article of the
convention of the 30th of January, 1843, that “ a new
convention shall be entered into for the settlement of
all claims of the government and citizens of the Uni-
ted States against the republic of Mexico which were
not finally decided by the late commission, which met
in, the city of Washington, and of all claimg of the
government and citizens of Mexico against the . Uni-
ted States.”

In conformity with this stipulation, a third conven-
tion was concluded and signed at the city of Mexico
on the 20th of Nov., 1843, by the plenipotentiaries of
the two governments, by which, provision was made
for ascertaining and paying these claims. In Janua-
ry, 1844, this convention was ratified by the Senate

ter years of endurance of aggravated and unredressed | moment of that final and equitable adjustment which
wrongs ou our part, Mexico, in viclation of solemnn | is 1o terminate the existing difficulties between the
treaty stipulations, and of every principle of justice | two goveruments ;" that “nothing should be left un-
recognized by civilized nations, commenced hostilities, | done which may contribute to the most speedy and
and thus, by her own act, forced the war upon us.—| equitable determination of the subjects which have so
Long before the advance of our army to the left bank | seriously engaged the attention of the American gov-
of the Rio Grande, we had ample cause of war against | erpment o that the * Mexican government would
Mexico; and bad the United States resorted to this | adopt, as the only guides for its conduct, the plainest
extremity, we might have appealed to the whole civil- | principles of publie right, the sacred oblhigations im-
ized world fur the justice of our cause. | posed by international law, and the religions faith of

.. 1 deem it my duty to present to you, on the present | reaties ;" and that “whatever reason and justice may
occasion, a condensed review of the injuries we had | dictate respecting each case will be dope.”  The as-

sustained, of the causes which led to the war, and of | syrance was further given, that the decisioll 'of thé}

its progress since its commencement. This is ren- | Mexican government upon each cause of complaint,
dered the more necessary because of the misappre- | for which redress had been demanded, should be com-
hﬂmims \\'IliCh have to some extent pfc"a”t’d ns lOl [“unir:g{ed to the gn\‘ernmn"t of ]hg ['nlied States b}
its origin and true character. The war has been|the Mexican minister at Washington.
represented as unjust ana uupecessary, and as one of | These solemn assurances, in answer 10 our demand
a on on our part upon & weak and injured ene- | fyr redress, were disregarded. By mszing them,
my. Such erroneous views, though entertained by |however; Mexico obtamned further delay. President
but few, have been widely circulated not only at home, | Vi Buren, in his annual message to Congress of the
but bave been spread throughout Mexico and the | fifth of Décember, 1237, states, that “although the
whole world. A more effectual means could not hﬂ"’cll larger number” of our demands for redress, and “‘ma-
bccn devised to encourage the enemy and protract the | py SIE themn aggravated cases of personal wrongs,
war than to advocale aud adhere lo their cxtise and | have Been now for years before the Mexican govern-
thus give them ‘aid and comfort, | ment, and some of the causes of national complaint,
It 18 a source of national pride and extlt#ion, that | and those of the most offensive eharacter, admitted of
the great body of our people have thrown no guch ob- | jmmediate, simple, and satisfactory replies, it isonly

of the United States, with two amendments, which
were manifestly reasonable in their character. Upon
a reference Lo the amendments proposed te the govern-
ment of Mexico, the s¥me evasions, ditfculties, and
delays were interposed which have so long marked the
policy of that government towards the United States.
[t has not even yet decided whether it would or would
ot accede to them, glthough the subject has been re-
peatedly pressed upon its consideralion.

Mexico has thus violated a sccond time the faith of
treaties, by failing or refusing to carry into effect the
sixth article ot the convention of January, 1843,

Such is the history of the wrongs which we have
suffered and patiently endured from Mexico through a
long series of years. So far from affording reasona-
ble satisfuction fur the Injuries and insults we had
borne, a great aggravation of them consists in the
fact, that while the United States, anxious to preserve
a good uuderstanding with Mexico, bave been con-
stantly, but vainly, employed in seeking redress for
past wrongs, new outrages were constantly ocerring
wiich have continued to increase our cause of com-
plaint, and to swell the amount of .our demands.
While the eitizens of the Unites States were conduct-
| ing a Jawful comnmerce with Mexico, under the guar-
| anty of a treaty of * amity, commerze, and naviga-
| tion,” many of them have suffered all the injuries,
which would bave resulted from open war. This

[

stacles in the way of the government in prosecuting
the war successfully, but have showu themselves to
be eminently patriotic, and ready to vindieate their
country’s honor and interests at any sacrifice. The
alacrity and promptoess with which our volunteer
forces rushed to the field on their country's call, prove
not onty lheir‘ p?lriutism, but their deep conviction
that our cause is just.

The wrongs which we bave suffered from Mexico
almost exer since she became an independent power,
and the pationt endurance with which we have borne
them, are without a parallel in the history of modern
civilized nations. There is reason to believe that i
these wrongs bad been resented and resisted in the
first instaace, the present war might have been avoid-
ee. One outrage, however, permitted to pass with
impunity, almost necessarily encouraged the perpetra-
tion of another, unti! at last Mexico seewed to attrib-
ute to weakness and indecision on our part a forbear-
ance which was the offspring of magnanimity, and a
sincere desite to preserve friendly relations with a
sister republic. : _ ;

Scarcely bad Mexico achieved her independence,
which the United States were the first among the na-
tions to acknowledge, when she commenced the system
of insult and spoliation, which she has ever since

Our citizens engaged in lawful commerce
were imprisoned, their vessels seized, and our flag in-
sulted in her ports. 1f money was wanted, the law-
less seizure and confiscation of our merchant vessels

and their cargoes was a ready resource ; and if toac-

ita there
tion.

reclamations on bebalf of its citizens, but
these were answered by the perpetration of new out-
rages.
most sclemn

conclusive proofs of numerous lawless acts perpetra-
ted apon the rty and persons of our citizens
Mexico,
was n and again iuvoked, under circumstances
which no pation ought to disregard.

P'?" hoped that these outrages would cease, and

the conduct of civilized nations in their in-
with each other sfier the treaty of amity,
and navigation, of the 5th of April, 1831,
ed between the two Republics; but this
proved 1 be vain. The course of se.zure

::‘ confiscation of the property of our cilizens; the

violation of their persons and the insults to our flag

ped by Mexico previous to that time were scarce-
I, guspended for eveu a brief period, although the

Jearly defines the rights and duties of the

trealy =0 ¢ :
tive parties that it is impossible to misunder-

within a few days past that any specific communieca- | treaty, instead of affording protection to our citizens,
tion in answer to our last demand, made five months | has been the means of inviting them into the ports of
| ago, has been received from the Mexican minister .‘ Mexico that they might be, as they hase been in nu-
| and that *for not one of our public complaints has | merous instances, plundered of their property and
| satisfaction been given or offered ; that but one of the | deprived of their personal liberty .if they dare insist
| cases of personal wrong has been favorably consider- [ on their rights. Had the unlawful seizures of Ameri-
i ed, and that but four cases of both descriptions, out | can property, and the violation of personal liberty of
| of all those formally presented, and earnestly pressed, | our citizens, to say nothing of the insults to our flag

| have as yet been decided upon by the Mexican gov- | which have occurred in the ports of Mexico, taken

by
and of wanton insults to our natiopal flag. | a territory contiguous to our own, and was in a feehle% it may be proper to e ind
h‘mpﬂlition of our government to obtain redress | and distracted condition ; and these considerations, it | history of the principal events of that revolution.

" . ~ r |
is presumed, induced Congress to forbear still longer.

ermment.”
{ would be vain to make any further attempt to obtain
| redress by the ordinary means within the power of
the Executive, communicated this opinion to Con-
| gress, in the message referred to, in which he said,
“On a careful and deliberate examination of the con-
| tents,”” (uf the correspondence with the Mexican go-
| vernment,) *‘and considering the spirit manifested by
the Mexican goverument, it kae become my painful
duty to return the subject as it now stands, to Con-

gress, to whom it belongs, to decide upon the limc,!

"

the meode, and the measure of redress. Had the
| United States at that time adopted compulsory meas-
'ures, and taken redress into their own hands, all our
difficulties with Mexico would probably have been
long since adjusted, and the existing war have been
averted. Magnanimity and moderation on our part
only had the effect to complicate these difficulties, and
render an amicable settlement of them the more em-
 barrassing. That such measures of redress under
 similar provocations, committed by any of the power-
| ful nations of Europe, would have been promptly re-
| sorl

self-respeet, and the protection due to our own citi-

:ble. The history of no civilized nation in modern

‘L

Promises of redress made by Mexico in the | wanton attacks upon the houor of its flag, and upon | stituted no just cause .uf offence to Mexico. _
forme were postponed or evaded. The the property aud persons of its citizens, as bad at that | text that it did so, is wholly inconsistent, and irre-
files and records of the Department of State contain | time been borne by the United States from the Mexi- concileable with well authenticated facls copnected

can authorities and people. But Mexico was a sister
republic, on the North American continent, occupying

nstead of taking redrcss into our own lmndy. n
new negotiation was entered upon with fair promises

would be restrained by the laws which | gq the part of Mexico, but with the real purpose, as

| the event has proved, of indefinitely postponing the

justly due. This negotiation, afler more than a

year's delay, resulted in the convention of the 11th of

April, 1839, ¢ for the adjustment of claims of citi-
zens of the United States of America upon the gov-
' ernment of the Mexican republic.” The joint board
of commissioners crealed by this convention lo exam-
ine and decide upon these claims, was not organized
| until the month of August, 1840, and, under the terms
of the convention, they were to termipate their duties

President Van Buren, believing that it |

r?hlh‘ their purpose it was necesaary (o imprison ed to by the United States, cannot be doubted. The |
owners, caplains, ‘“d_ crews, it was done. R“l‘-‘f"l national honor, and the preservation of the national |
rulers in Mexico in rapid succession, but | character throuzhout the world, as well as our own |
was no change in this system of depreda- | |
The Government of the United States wade | zens, would bave rendered such a resort indispensa- | circumstances, are the juslified resort of injured na-

mes has presented within so brief a period so many |

reparation which we demanded and which was so0

place in the high seas, they would themsclves long
| since have constituted a state of actual war between
| the, two countries.

In so long suffering Mexico to violate her most sol-
emn treaty obligations, plunder onr citizens of their
property, and imprison their perscns without affurding
them any redress, we have failed to perfuorm one of
the first and highest duties which every government

| owes 1o its citizens; and the consequence has been,
that many of them have been reduced from a state of
affluence to bankruptey. The proud name of Ameri-
can citizen, which ought to protect all who bear it
from insult and injury throughout the world, has af-
|ﬁ:rded no such protection to our citizens in Mexico.

We had ample canse of war agginst Mexico long be-
Eforc the breaking out of hostilities. But even then
l we forbore to take redress into our own hands, until

Mexico herself became the aggressor by invading our
| soil in hostile array and shedding the blood of our |
citizens.

Such are the grave causes of complaint on the part
of the United States against Mexico—causes which
existed long before the annesation of Texas to the|
American Union; and yvet, apimated by the love of
peace, and a magnanimous moderation, we did not
adopt those measures of redress which, under such

tions,
The annexation of Texas to the United States con-

I The pre-

with the revolution by which Texas became independ-
ent of Mexico. That this may be the more manifest,
yer to advert to the causes and to the

Texas constiluted a portion of the ancient proviuce
of Louisiana, ceded to the United States by France
in the year 1303, In the year 1819, the United States,
by the Florida treaty, ceded to Spain all that part of

| Louisiana within the present limits of Texas; nnd
| Mexico, by the revolution which separated I_ler from
| Spain, and repdered her an independent nation, suc-
ceeded to the rights of the mother country over this
territory. In the yvear 1824, Mexico established a
fcderal constitution, under which the Mexican republic |
was composed of a number of sovereign States, con-
federated together in & federal Union similar to our
own. Each of those States had its own Executive,
Legislature, and Judiciary, and for all, except federal
purposes, was as independent of the general govern- |

A second convention was accordingly con-' moment that government had abolished her State Con Orleans, under the cession referred to. than

stitution, and 1n its
despotic Central Government.

Such were the principal causes of the Texan revolution
The people of Texas at ouce determined upon resist-
ance, and flew to arms. Ju the midst of these impor-
tant and exciting events, however, they did not omit
to place their liberties upon a secure and permanent
foundation. They elected members to a Convention,
who in the month of March, 1536, issued a formal
declaration that their ** political counection with the
Mexican nation has forever ended, and that the pcople
of Texas do now constitule a FREE, SOVEREWGN, and
INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC, apnd are fully invested with
all the rights asid attributes which properly belong to
independent ‘nations.” They also adopied for their
government a liberal republican Constitution. About

, the same time Santa Anns, then the dictator of Mex-

ico, invaded Texas with a pumerous army, for the
purpose of subduing her people, and enforcing obed:-
ence to his arbitrary and despotic government. On
the twenty-first of April, 1836, he was met by the
Texan citazen-soldiers, and va that day was uchieved
by them the memorable vietory of San Jacinto, by
which they conquered their independence. Consider-
ing the numbers engaged on thé'veaggetive sides, his-
tory does not record a more brilliant achievement.
Santa Auna himself was among the captives.

In the month of May, 1536, Santa Anna acknowl-
edged, by a treaty with the Texan authorities, in the

must solemn form, ** the full, entire, and perfect inde- |

pendence of the republic of Texes.” It 1s troe he
was then a prisoner of war, but it is equally true that
he had failed to re-conquer Texas, and had met with
cignal defeat ; that his authority had not been revok-
ed, and that by virtue of this treaty he obtained his
personal release. DBy it hostilities were suspended,
and the army which bad invaded Texas under his
command returned in pursuande of Uus arrangemeunt,
unmolested, tp Mexico.

From the day that the battle of San Jacinto was
fouglit until the present hour, Mexico has never pos-
sessed power to re-conquer Texas. In the language
of the Secretary of State of the United States, in a

despatch to our Minister to Mexico, under datc of the |

eighth of July, 1342, +* Mexico may have cliosen to
cousiler, and may still choose to consider, Texas as
having been at all times since 1835, and as still con-
tinuing, a rebellious provinee ; but the world has been
obliged 10 take a very different view of the matter.
Frowm the time of the battle of San Jacinto, in April,
1536, to the present moment, Texas has exhibited
the same external signs of national independence as
Mexico herself, und with quite as much stablity of
government. DPractically free and independeng; ae-
knowledged as a political sovereignty by the principal
Powers of the world, no hostile fuot finding rest
within her territory for six or seven years, and Mexi-
co herself refraining fur all that period from any fur-
ther attempt to re-establish her own authority over
that territory, it cannot but be surprising to find Mr.
de Bocanegra ™ (the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of
"Mexico,) ** complaining that for that whole period
citizens of the United States, or its guvernment, have
been favoring the rebels of Texas, and supplying
them with vessels, ammunition, and money, as if the
war for the reduction of the province of Texas had
been constantly prosecuted by Mexico, and her success
prevented by these influences from abroad.” In the
sume despatch the Secretary of State affirms that
** gince 1837 the United States have regarded Texas
as an independent sovereignty, as much as Mexico;
and that trade and commerce wih citizens of a gov-
ernment at war with Mexico cannot, on that account,
be regarded as an intercourse by which assistance and
succor are given to Mexican rebels.

The whole of Mr, Bocanegra’s remarks run in the
same direction as if the independence of Texas had
not been, acknowledged. It has been acknowledged—
it was acknowledged in 1837, against the remon-
strance and protest of Merico ; and most of the acts
of any importance, of which Mr. de Bocanegra com-
plains, flow necessarily from that recognition. He
speaks of Texas as still being ‘an integral part of
the territory of the AMexican republic,” but he cannot
but understand that the United States do not soregard
it. The real compluint of Mexico, therefors, is, in
substance, neither more nor less than 3 complaint
against the recognition of Texan independence. It may
be thought rather late to repeat that complaint, and
not quite just to confine it to the Upited States, to
the exemption of England, France, and Belgium,
unless the United States, having been the first to
acknowledge the indepepdence of Mexico herself,
are to be blamed for setting an example for the re-
cognition of that of Texas.” And he added, that
‘* the constitution, public treaties, and the Jaws oblige
the President to regard Texas as an independent
State, and its ternitory as no part of the territory of
Mexico.” Texas had been an independent State, with
an organized government, defying the power of Mex-
ico to overthrow or reconquer her fur more than ten
years before Mexico commenced the present war
against the United States. Texas bad given such
evidence to the world of her ability to maintaio her
separate existence as an independent nation, that she
had been formally recognized as such not only by the
United States, but by several of the principal powers
of Europe. These powers had entered into treaties of
amity, commerce, and navigation with her. They
had received and sceredited her ministers and other
diplomatic agents at their respective courts, and they
bad commissioned ministers and diplomatic agents
on their part to the government of Texas. If Mexico,
notwithstanding all this, and her utter inability to
subdue or reconquer Texas, still stubbornly refused
to recognize her as an independent nation, she was
none the less so on that account. Mexico hereelf
had been recognized as an independent nation by the
United States, and by other powers, many years be-
fore Spain, of whieh, before her revolution, she had
beer 1 colony, would agree to recognize her as such ]
and yet Mexico was at that time, in the estimation of
the civilized world, and in fact, none the less an inde-
pendent power, because Spain still claimed bherasa
colony.

If Spain had eontinued until the present period to
assert that Mexico was one of her colonies in rebel-
lion against her, this would not have made her so, or
changed the fact of her independent existence. Tex-
as, at the same period of her annexation to the United
States, bore the same relation to Mexico that Mexico
had borne to Spain for many years before Spain ac-
knowledeged her independence, with this imporiant

stand or mistake them. In less than seven yearsafier [ within eighteen months from that time. Four of the
the conclusion of that treaty, our grievances had be- ' eighteen months were consumed in prelimioary dis-

ment, and that of the other States, as is Pennsylvania | difference—that, before the annexation of Texas to

come so intolerable thal, in the opinion of President
Jackson, they should no longer be endured.

In his message 1o Congress in Pebruary, 1537, he
presented them to the consideration of that body, and
declared that *The length of time some of the inju-
ries have been committed, the repeated and unavail-
ing lications for redress, the wanton character of
some of the outrages upon the property and per:ons
of our ¢itizens, upon the officers and flag of the Uni-
ted States, in ent of recent insults to this gov-
ernmeant and people by the late extraordinary Mexi-

inister, would justify i the eyes of all pations
::.:ﬁ;u war.” h'! a spirit of kindoess and for-

bearance, however, he recommended reprisals as a
isilder mode of redress. He declared that war should
ot be dded as s remedy “by just and genervus na-
lions ing in their strength for injuries commit-
ted, if it can be honorably avoided,” and added, *“it
has occurred to me that, considering the present em-
barrassed condition of that country,

with both wisdom and -modenﬁm,rz’
jeo one more opportunity to atone for the
we take redress into our own hands.

M’Mﬁhgim

10 take immediate

we lhouldMulct
iving lo -
e , before
o avoid all
on the part of Mexico, as well as to
own natiooal eharacter from reproach, this
with the avowed design

cussions on frivolous and dilatory points raised by the
Mexican commissioners; and it was not until the
month of December, 1540, that they commenced the
exarzination of the cleims of our citizens upon Mexi-
co. Fourteen montbs ouly remained to examine and
decide upon these numerous and complicated cases.
In the month of February, 1542, the term of the
commission expired, leaving many claims undis

of for want of time. The claims which were allowed
by the board, and by the umpire authorized by the
convention to decide in casg of disagreement between
the Mexican and American commissioners, amounted
to 2,026,130 68. There were pendin bel'u!_'e' the
umpire when the commission expired, additional
claime which had been examined and awarded by the
American commissioners, and had not been allowed
by the Mexican commissioners, amounting to 920,627
88, upoi which he did not decidesalleging that his
authority had ceased with the termination of the joint
commission. Besides these claims, there were others
of American citizens’ amounting to 3,336,873 04,
which had been submitted to the board, and upon
which they had not time to decide before their final
adjournment.

The sum of two million twenty-six thousand one

[

or Virginia under, our Constitotion. Texas and Coas
huilla united and formed one of these Mexican States.
The State Constitution which they adopted, and which
was approved by the Mexican confederacy, asserted
that they were free and independent of the other
Mexican United States, and of every other power and
dominion whatsoever ;" and proclaimed the great
principle of human liberty, that * the sovereignty of
the States resides originally and essentially in the
general mass of the individuals who eompose ®."
To the governinent under this constitution, as well as
to that under the federal constitution, the people of
Texas owed allegiance.

Ewigrants from foreign countries, including the
United States, were invited by the colonization laws
of the State and of the federal government to settle in
Texas. Advantageous terms were offered to induce
them to leave their own country and become Mexican
citizenss.  This invitation was accepted by many of
our citizens in the full faith that in their new home
they would be guverned by lawa enacted by represent-
atives clected by themselves, and that their lives, lib-
erty and property would be protected by constitutional

ranties similar to those which existed in the repub-
Filcl‘they had left. Under & government thus organized
they continued until the year 1835, whep a military
revolution broke out in the city of Mexico, which en-

bundred and thirty-nine dollars and sixty-eight cents
which had been awarded to the claimants, was a liqui-
dated and ascertained debt due by Mexico, about
which there could be no dispute, and which she was
bound to pay sceording to the terms of the conveption.
Soon after aul.::uds fort‘ni-sn;lt had been

n

tirely subverted the federal and State cunstitutions,
and placed a military dictator at the head of the gov-

ernment. ) '
a sweeping decree of a Con subservient to

the United States was consummated, Mexico herself,
by a formal act of her governivent, had acknowledged
the independence of Texas as a nation. It is true,
that in the act of recognition she prescribed a condi-
tion which she had no power or authority to impose,
that Texas should not avnex herseif to any other
power; but this could not detract in any degree from
the recognition which Mexico then made of her actual
independence. Upon this plain statement of facts, it
is absyrd fur Mexico to allege, as a pretext for com-
mencing hostilities against the United States, that
Texns is still a part of her territory.

But there are those who, conceding all this to be
true, assume the ground that the true weslern boun-
dary of Texas is the Neuces, instead of the Rio
Grande; and that therefore, in marching our ariny to
the east bank of the latter river, we passed the Texan
line, and invaded the territory of Mexico. A sinple
statement of facts, known to exist, will conclusively
refute such an assumption. Texas, as ceded tw the
United States by France, in 1803, has been always
claimed as extending wesl to the Rio Grande, or Rio
Bravo.
"our most eminent statesmen, at u period when the
question was as well if not better ynderstood than it
is at presgnt.  During Mr. Jefferson's administration,
Messrs. Monroe and Pinckney, who had been sent on
2 jal mission to Madrid, charged, among other
things, with the adjustment of boundary between the
two countries, in a note addressed Ao the ish
Minister of Foreign Affairs, under date of the 28th

the will of the dictator, the several State Constitutions
ware abolished, and the States themselves converted
imml?ﬂnonu of the Central Government.
The people of Texas were unwilling to submit to this
usurpation. Resistance to such tyranny became a
| high duty. Texas was fully absolved from the

f the Central Government of Mexico from

-

jana, as
mherm' on the east, and the river Bravo
the west; " and they ndd, * that the facts and pri
ples which justify this conclusion, are so

to

bave not &

our

This fact 15 established by the aathority of | spa

of January, 1803, assert that the boundaries of, Loui-
ceded to the United States by France *“ are

as to convince it that the United
better right to the island of New

| scribed.” :

Down td the conclusion of the Florida treaty, in
February, 1519, by which this territory was ceded to
Spam, the United Swtes asserted and maintained
their territorial rights to this extent. In the month
of Juue, 1818, during Mr. Monroe’s administration,
l‘ufulrlnaliml baving been received. that a number of
foreign adventurers bad landed at Galveston, with the
avowed purpose of forming a settlement in that vi-
cinity, a special messenger was despatched by the
government of thelUnited States, with instructions
from the Secretary of Siate to warn them to desist,
should they be found there “‘or any other place nortl
of the Rio Bravo, and within the territory claimed by
the United States.” He was instructed, shiould they
be found in the country north of that river, to make
known to them **the surprise with which the Presi-
(.Iem has seen possession thus taken, without auth irity
from the United States, of a place within their territo-
rial liinite, and upon which no lawful setilement can
be made without their sanctivn.”
to call upon them to “avow under what national au-
| thority they profess to act,” snd to give them due

| warning **that the place is within the United States,

‘ they have
place substituted an arbitrary and 1o the whole district of territory which is above de-

He was instructed |

noisble an act of usurpation, created an imperivus neces-
sity ihat Mexico, for her own honor, should repel it with
proper firmness and dignity. The Bapreme Government
had beforehand declared that it would lvok upon suclf e
act as a casug belli; and, as a consequence of this declar-
ation, negotistion was, by ils very nalure, ol an end, sud
war was the oaly resource of the Mexican snu-rnmt'm?'
; It appears also, that on the &th of Apsil fullowing,
eneral Puredes, through hia misister of wrs ssued of-
ders to the Mexican general in command on the Texali
| frontier to “attack™ our army “by every means which
| war permits.” To this Genernl Parades had been pledgh
ed o the army and people of Mexico during the miliary
|revolution winch had brought him inle power. On the
18th of April, 1546, General Paredes addressed a letter
| 1o the commander on that frontier, in which e 253 10
| bim “at the present date | suppose you wt the head of
that valiant army, cither fighting already, or preparing
ll'-nr the operations of 8 campaign ;” snd  suppusing yeu
{alrecady va the theatre of operatténs, and with ail I.Tm
forces assembled, it is indespensable that hostilities be
‘-.--..rmncn::cd, yoursell Wking the initiative sguinst the
enemy.

The .movement of vur army 10 the Rio Grande ‘was
made by the commanding general under positive orders
| o abstain from all sgressive acts towards Mesxico, or
| Mexican citizens, and to regard (b relations between the
two cuuntnes as peacelul, unless Mexico should declare
war, or commil acts of hostiliny mdicative o a stote of
war ; and these orders he faithiully executed. Whilst

| who will suffer no permanent settlement (o be made
there, under any authority vther than their own."—
: ._\s late as the eighth of July 1812, the Secretary of
| State of the Uniged States, in a note addressed to our [
minister in Mexico, maintains that, by the Florida
treaty of 1819, the territory as far west as the Rio
Grande was confirmed to Spain. In that note he
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states !_imt. **by the-treaty of the twenty-second of
Feb., 1519, between the U. S. and Spain, the Sabine
was adopied as the line of boundary between the two
powers. Up to that pericd, no cansiderable coloniza-
tion lad been effected in Texasz but the territory be-
tween the Sebine and the Rio Grande being confirmed
to Spain by the treaty, applieations were made 1o that
power for grants of land, and such grants, or permis-
sions of settlement, were in fact made by the Spanish
authorities in favor of citizens of the United States
proposing to emigrate 1o TeExas in numerous families,
before the declaration of independence by Mexico,
The Texas which was ceded to Spain by the Floiida treaty
| of 1819, embraced all the country now clammed by the State
{of Texss between the Neuces and the Rio Giande. The
republic of Texas always cluimed this tiver as her westen
| boundary, and in her Lreaty moade with Santa Ausnos in Moy,
1"336' be recognized it as such. By the constitution which
| Texas adopted in March, 1836, scoatoiial and represeatative
| districts were organized extending west of the Neuces. The
! Congiess of Texas, on the mineteenth of December, 1536,
passed * An act to define the boundaries of the rejublic of

occupying ms position en the east bank of the Rio
Grande, within the limits of Texas, then recchitly admit-
ted as vne of the States of our Union, the comanding
General l.if the Mexiean forces, who in pursusnce of the
orders of his s;a\crnml'u?, had eollected a l:rgn army ol
the vpposite shore of the Rio Grande, crossed the river,
mvaded our territory, and commenced hostilities by nt-
tacking our furces. ] -

Thus, afier all the injories which we had reevived and
borne from Mexico, nud afler she bad insultingly rejocted
a minister sent 10 her on a nussion of péace, and whom
she had solemnly agreed o receive, she consummated
her long cuuse ol outrage agamsl vur conntry by com-
mencing an offensive war and shedding the blood of our
cilizenus our own soil.

The United States never sttempted to acquire Texas
1-.7 conguest. Un the conlrury, al an rn:l.v r—--'-:d allcr
the people of Texas had achieved their independence,
they sought 1o be anvexed 1o the United Sistes. At a
gl‘ud‘.'r-ll eleg i In '."-'Q-I-H*n.ll-rf. ]"34;, Ilil-.\' dn-('!l.’t'd \\ll“
greal unanimity in favor of “annexation;” and i Novem-
ber following, the Congress ol the republic surhoriged
the appointment of & minister to bear their reguest 10
this goversment. This government, however, having
remained neutrul between Texns and Mexico during the
war between them, and considering i1t due 10 the honor
of our country, and our fair fame among the nations of
the earth, that we should not at this early period consetit
to annexation, nor unitl Nt shovld be manifest 1o the
whule world that the re conquest of Texas by biexico
was impossible, refused to accede 10 the overtures made

Texas,” in which they declared 1he Rio Grande from it»
mooth to its source to be theis boondary, and by the said act
they extended thew “civil and political jurisdiction™ over
the country up to that boundary. During a peried of more |
than nioe years, which intervened belween the sdoption of |
her constituiion and ber sanexation as ove of the States of |
our Univn, Texas asserted and exercised many acls of sm‘-f
ereiguly and Jurisdiction over the leiritory and inhabitants
west of the Neuces. She oiganized and defined the limits
of countiies extending to the Rio Grande. She established
coutts of justice and extended her judicial system over the
testitory. She established a cestom-house, and collected
1llulw-. and also peost offices and post rosds in it  She es- |
| tablished a land office, Snd issued numeious grants for land, !
within 1ts limits, A Senator and a Represcniativa re-iding |
i it were elected 1o the Congress of 1he republic, and =erved |
as such before the act of annexation took place. la both the |
Congress and Convention of Fexas, which gave their assent |
to the tesms of annexation to the United Siates, proposed
by vur Congress. were representatives residing west of the
Neuces, who took part in the act of sunexation itself. ~This !
was the Texas which, by the act of our Cangress of the
twenty-ninth of December, 1845, was sdmilted as ove of the |
States of our Union. That the Congress of the United
States understood the State of Texas which they admitted
into the Union 1o extend beyound the Neuces is spparent
from the fact, that on the thirty-first of December, 1845,
only two days after the act of admission, they passed a law
‘ to establish a collcction district iv be State of Texas"” by !
which they cieated @ port of delivery at Corpus Christi, situe
ated west of the Neuces, and being the same point at which
the Texas custom-house, under the laws of ihat republie,
had been located, and direcied that 2 surveyo:r to collect the
revenue showld be appoioted for that post by the President,
by and with the advice and cousent of the Senate. A surveyor
was sccordingly veminated and confumed by the Senate,
and has been ever since in the performance of his dutics. |
All these acls of the republic of Texuss, and of our Congress,
preceded the oidess for the advance of our army to the east
bank of the Rio Grande. Subseguenily, Congiess passed an |
acl Yestablishing certain post routes extending west of the Nu-
eces. The country west of that river now constitutes a part of
one of the Congressional districts of Texas, and iz represented |
in the House of Representatives. The Senators from that State
were chosen by a legislature in which the country west of that
river was repiesented. In view of all these facts, it is difficult
fe conceive uwpon what ground il can be maintained, thet in |
occupying the country west of the Neuces with ous army, with |
& view solely to its security snd defence, we invaded the terri- |
tary of Mexico. But it would have been still more difficult to |
justify the executive, whose duty it is to see that the laws be
faithfully executed, il in the face of these proceedings, both of
Ihe Congress of Texss and the United States, he had assumed
the responsibility of yielding up the lerritory west of the Nue-
ces'to Mexico, or of refusing to defend or protect this tesritory
and its mnhabitants, including Corpus Christi, 3s well as the
remainder of Texas, agaiust the threatened Mexican iuva- |
sion. . ad .
But Mexico bersell hag never placed the war which she has |
waged upon the ground that our army occupicd the intermedi-
ate terrilory belween the Neuces and 1he Rio Grande, Her
refuted pretensions that Texas was not an indepeudent State, |
but a rebellivus province, was obstinately persevered in: and
bher avowed purpose in commencing a war with the United
States was lo reconguer Texas, and to restoie BMfexican
suthority over the whoule tesritory, not to the Neuces ouly,
but 10 the Sabine. lo view of the proclaimed menaces of
Mexicoto this effect, | deemed it my duly, as a meas<ure of
precaution and defence, lo order our army lo occupy a posi-
tion on our frontier as a military post from which our troops
conld best resist and repel any atiémpled invasion which
Mexico might make.

Qar army had occupied o position at Corpus Christi, west of
the Nences, as eaily as Avgus!, 1545, without complaixit from
any quarter. Had the Neuces been regarded as the true west-
ern boundary of Texas, that boundary had been passed by |
oif atmy many months before it advanced to the ea-tern bank
of the Rio Grande. In my sunuasl message of December last
I informed Congress, that ‘upon the invitation of both the
Congress and Convention of Texas, 1 had deemed it propes to
oider a strong squadron to the coasts of Mexico, and to con-
centiate ai cfficient military force on the western frontier of
Texas, to protect and defend the inhabitants against the inca-
aced invasion of Mexico. In itat message | informed Con-
gress that the moment the terms of anuexilion offered by
the United States were accepted by Texas, the lalter became
so far a partof our own country as to make it our duly to
affoid such pratection and defence ; and that for that purpose
our squadron had been ordered to the Gull, and our army 10
“1ake s position between the Nueces and the Del Noite,” or
Riv Giande, aud “to repel any invasion of the Texan teito-
1y which might be attempted by the Mexican forces.”

1t was deemed proper to issue this ocder, because soon af-
ter the Presideot of Texas, in Aptil, 1845, had isued bis
proclamation convening the Congress of that Republic, for
the puipose of submitting 1o that body the terms of annexa-
tion proposed by the United States, the government of Mex-
ico made serious threats of invading the Texn territoy.
These threats became more imposing as il became wmore ap-
parent, in the progress of the questwon, that the people of
Texas would decide in favor of accepling ihe terms of an-
nexation 3 and, fiually, they had assumed such a formidable
character, as indueed both the Congress and Convention of
Texas 1o request that a military fotce should be senl by the
Uniled States into ber territory for the purpose of piotecting
and defending her against the threatened invasion. 1t wounld
have been a viulation of good faith towards the people of
Texas 1o have refused to aflisd the aid which they desired
against a threatened invasion, to which they had been expo-
sed by their [1ee deterninalion 1o anvex themselves to our
Union, in compliance with the overture made to them by the
Joint resulution of our Congress.

Accordingly a partion of the army was orders to advance |
into Texas. Corpus Chuisti was the positioa selected by
Gen. Taylor, He encamed ad that place in August, 185435,
and the simy remained 1o that position naiil ihe cleventh of
Mareh, 1846, when it moved westward, sud ou the tweniye
eighth of that mooth ryeached the east bauk of the Rio
Giande oppesite to Matamoras. This movoment was made
in pursuance of orders from the War Depaitment, issued ou
the thitteenth of Junuary, 1846, Bifore these orders were
jssued, the despatch of our mini<ter in Mcxico, transmitting
tbe decision of the Council of the Government of Mexico,
advising that he should ot be - received, and alss the de-
teh of our consul residing in the city of AMexico—the
former beating date on the seventeenth, and the Jatier on the
cighteeath of December, 1845, copies of buth of which sc-
wﬂwmﬂlﬂ_c of the 11th of May last
—were received at the Depaitineut of State, These com-

 highly probable, if nat sbsolutely
certain, that eur minister would not be received
ernment of General Herrern. 1t was slso well
bul little hope could be entertuined of a different result
Gen. Parades n case the revolationsry movestent-ahich
ove successful, as was bighly pro-
The partisans of Parsdes, a3 our minister, in the de-
eferred to, states, brealhed the hostility
United States, denounced.ihe
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On the 12th of Apiil, 1844, and afier more
than seven years had elapsed since Texas had establish-
ed ber independence, a treaty was concluded for the an-
nexation of that republie: to the United States, which
was rejected by the Senate: Finally, on the 18tof March,
1845, Congress passed a juinl resolution for atinexing ber
to the United States, upon vertsin preliminary conditions
to which har nssent was required. The solemnites which
characterized the deliberstions and conduct of govern-
ment and people of Texas, on the deeply inleresting
questions presented by these resolutions, sie known 1o
the world, "The Congress, the Executive, and lhe peo-
ple of Texan, in 4 convention elecied for that purpose,
accepted with grest unanimity the proposed terms of ané
nexation ; and thus consummated on ber part the great
act of restoring to our federal Union a vast territory wbich
had been called Spain by the Flonda treaty more than
quarier of century belore. a4
Aftel the juint reacluiidn for the annexation of Texss
to the United Siates had been passed by our Congress, the
Mexican Minister at Washington addressed a nole 1o the
Seeretary of State bearing dute on the sixth of March,
18435, protesting against it as ** an act of aggression, the
most unjust which ean be fbund recorded in the annals
of modern history ; namely,that of despoiling a friendly
nation, like Mexico, of a considerable portion of her ter-
ritory ;" and protesting ngainst the resolution of annexas
tion, as being an act “whoreby the province of Texas, an
integral poriion of the Mexwan lerfitory, s added and
admitted into the American Union ;" and he ann
that, as a consequence, his mission to the United
had terminated, and demanded his passports, which were
1t was upon the sbsucd pretest, made By Mex-
o, (she indelited for ber independence to a successful
revolution,) that the republic of Texas sull couny
be, notwithstanding all that lind passed, a prosince of
Mexico, that this step was taken by the Mexican minifs

granted,

Every honorable effort has been made by me to aveid
the war which followed, but all bave proved vein.” AN
our altempls lo preserve pesce have been met by insult
and resistauce on the part of Mezico. My effurts 10 this
end commenced in the nete of the Seeretary of Swte of
the tenth of March, 1845, in answer 1o that of the Mexi-
ean Mnister. Wihilst declining (o re-open » discussion
which bad already been exhausted, and ' proving again
what was known to the whole world, that Texas ha
long since achieved her independence, the Secrela
State expressed the rogret of this government that
co should have taken offence at the resolulion of spnex
ation passed by Congress, and gave sssurance thsd :
“maost strenuous cfforts shall be devoled 1o -the andicalile’
adjustment of every cause of complaint between the two
governments, and (o the cultivation of the kindest and
mokl friently relatidns between the sister republics.”

That | have acted in the spirit of this sssurance,
appear from the events which have since occurred. Neope
withstanding Mexico had abruptly terminated all diplo-
matic inlercouse with the United States, and ought, there-
fore, to have been the first to ask for iis resumpuion, yut,
waiving all ceremony, | embroced the first lavoralle op-
portunity *lo ascertain from the Mexzican ‘Mrlﬁ:;
whether they would reccive an envoy from the U
States inteusted with full power to adjust all the
nons in dispule between the 1wo governmonts.”
Septembar, 1845, | believed the propitious for
nm.!h an overture had arrived. Tu:u':h,' lﬁom
and almost unanimous will of her people, hiad ce
in favor of annezation. Mesico herself had agreed to
acknowledge the independence of Texas, subjuct o a
condition, 1t is true, which she had no right to imposa
and no power lo enloree. The last lingering hope of
Mexico, if -he still could have retained any, that Texaw
would ever :gain become one ol her provinces, must
bave been sbandoned.

The Consul of ithe United Statrs at the city of Mexico
was, therefore, instracied by the Sectetary of Siate' on the
15th of September, 1545, to make the inquiry of the Mex./
ican goverument. The innuiry was made, and on the 151
of Oclober, 1845, the Minister of Foreign allairs of the
Mexican government, in & nole sdlressed to our consuly
gave a favorable response, requestiog, at the same tishe thet”
our naval force might be withdrawn from Vera Croz while:
negotiations should be pendi g. Upon the reception of Yhis
note, our naval force was promptly withdeawan 4 Vern
Cruz. A minister was immediately appointed, and departs
ed to Mexico. Every thing bore a promising sspect fora’
speedy anid pescaful adjustment of all our difficuitiess - Az
the date of my annual message to Congress in Decambet
last, no doubt was eatertained that he woald be received
by the Mexican governmen® and the hope was chevinbed
that all eauzes of misunderstanding between the 1wo toun-
tries woul) be ‘speedily removed. In the confident
that such would be the rosult of this mission, I infirmed:
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Congress that | furebore at that time to * recommend sach

ulterior measurcs of redrees fur the wrongs and injuties, we
had su.leag borpe, s it would bave béen proper 1o ekl
hnd pe such negotintion bern instituted.” “I'o my surprise
and regret, the Mexican government, though solemmly-
pledged to du #0; upon the arrival of our Minister in Mex-
sco, refused 1o receive and aceredit him. When be reach
ed Vera Cruz, on the 30th of November, 1845, he Tound.
that the aspect of affvirs had undergone an usbappy change.
T'he government of General Herrers, who was at thal time
Pres‘dent of that republic, was tottering toits fall, -+ w ¢
General Parades, [a military loader] had manifested his
determination to ovenbrow the goverument of Herrern by -
» mililary revolution ; and one of the principsl mesns
which he employed 10 «ffect his purposc, and rendesthe’
government of Herreia odivus to the ariny and people of/
Mexico, was by loudly condemning its delermimution 1o
receive 8 minister of peate from the United States, alleg=
ing that it was the intention of Herrers, by a tresty with
the Uni ed States, to dismember the tetritory of Mexico,
by ceding away the department of Texes. The govern,
ment of Hegzera is believed 10 have been well di
a pacific adjustment of existiog dificulties; but
alarmed for its own ;secarily, and in order to .
danger of the wyulution led Ly Parsdes, violated ite
agrecment; and refused 19 receive or arcrediv.eut wing
“and this althoogh informed shat be had. boen
full power 1o sdjust all guestions in -dispote belween
ts.  Among the frivolous pretests
pri minister had nov
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| refusal, the




